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News Release 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA CROP PRODUCTION REPORT  

 
SIOUX FALLS, SD, October 9, 2015 -- Based on October 1 conditions, South Dakota’s corn 
crop is forecast at 797 million bushels, up 1 percent from last year, according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Acreage harvested for grain is estimated at 4.95 million 
acres, down 7 percent from 2014.  Average yield is forecast at a record 161 bushels per acre, up 
13.0 bushels from last year. 
  
Soybean production in South Dakota is forecast at a record high 235 million bushels, 2 percent 
above last year.  Area for harvest, at 5.11 million acres, ties the 2014 record.  Yield is forecast at 
a record high 46.0 bushels per acre, up 1.0 bushel from 2014. 
 
Sorghum production is forecast at 16.4 million bushels, up 73 percent from 2014.  Acreage 
harvested for grain is estimated at 210,000 acres, up 40 percent from 2014.  Yield, at 78.0 
bushels per acre, is up 15.0 bushels from last year. 
 
Dry Edible Bean production is forecast at 240,000 hundredweight, down 1 percent from 2014.  

Area for harvest, at 11,700 acres, is down 9 percent from last year.  Yield is estimated at 2,050 

pounds per acre, up 170 pounds per acre from a year ago. 
 

All Sunflower production is forecast at 1.27 billion pounds, up 45 percent from last year.  

Acreage for harvest, at 659,000 acres, is up 26 percent from 2014.  Yield is forecast at a record 

1,929 pounds per acre, up 250 pounds per acre from a year ago.  Of the acres for harvest, non-oil 

sunflowers account for 94,000 acres and oil sunflowers account for 565,000 acres. 

 

Alfalfa hay production, at 4.56 million tons, is up 4 percent from the 2014 crop.  Area for 

harvest, at 1.90 million acres, is unchanged from a year ago.  Yield, at 2.40 tons per acre, is up 

0.10 ton from 2014.  All Other Hay production, at 2.38 million tons, is up 4 percent from 2014.  

Area for harvest, at 1.40 million acres, is up 4 percent from a year ago. Yield of 1.70 tons per 

acre is unchanged from last year. 

 

Access the National publication for this release at: 

http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/nass/CropProd/2010s/2015/CropProd-10-09-2015.pdf 

 

Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at www.nass.usda.gov. 
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NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.  The Agency 

invites you to express your thoughts and provide occasional feedback on our products and services by joining a 

data user community. To join, sign in at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS 

Data User Community”. 
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